Introduction
Extracellular matrix (ECM) components are known to play impontant roles in a variety ofbiological phenomena, including cell spreading, migration, and differentiation (reviewed by Dufours et al., 1988; Watt, 1986) , as well as parasite invasiveness and host defense (Ouaissi, 1988; Saba and Jaffe, 1980) . Proteins of the basement membrane appear in the cxtracellular spaces very early in embryonic development (Hashimoto and Hoshino, 1988) . Particularly in the case offibronectin (FN), a comelation has been observed between its presence and the migrations ofdistinct cell types (Hynes and Yamada, 1982; Thiery et al., 1982;  Dieterlen-Lievme and Martin, 1981; Cnitchley et al., 1979) . With regard to the thymus, such a correlation has also been shown, being reflected by the entrance of lymphoid precursors into the thymic anlagen (Savagner et al., 1989) . Moreover, FN binding sites were detected in thymocytes, particularly in the immature subsets (Cardarelli et al, 1988; Cardarelli and Pierschbacher, 1986; Fowlkes et al., 1985; Trowbnige et al., 1982) . we discuss the possibility that the two phenomena may be associated. (JHistochem Cycochem (Savino, 1990; Fonseca et al., 1989; Lyra, 1988; Savino et al., 1988a; Savino and Bemnih, 1984) In Vitro Steroid Hormone Treatment.
To determine whether the effects of steroid hormones on the synthesis of ECM products could derive from a direct action on TEC, the murine TEC line was submitted to HHC treatment.
Twenty thousand cells were allowed to adhere to slide flasks (Nunc Co; Rofkilde, Denmark), and on Day 3 HHC was added at different con- 
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.: The expression of thymic ECM molecules in aging (50-weekold) normal mice was more intense than that observed in young animals.
In addition to a higher expression ofbasement membrane components in the medullary region, there was formation ofa contical network of FN, LN, and TIV-C (data not shown). .' p-- 
MOUSE THYMIC
EXTRACELLULAR MATRIX 1543
In Vitro Effects ofHydrocortisone Treatment on the Murine Thymic Epithelial Cell Line
Treatment of the murine IT-76M1
TEC line with HHC resulted in an increase in the production of LN, TIV-C, and particularly FN, as shown by the analysis of intracellular content of these proteins 24 hr after treatment ( Figure  6) (Oliver et al., 1983; Furcht et al., 1979) , and were seen as early as 2 hr post steroid hormone injection, a time at which other changes in TEC were not yet evidenced (Savino et al. , 1988b) . 
